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| HIS Plalm is one 8 


train of thanks and praiſe to 
ALLIES God for his wonderful Bengt | 
do mankind ; among which, tis 

none of the leaſt, that he heale 
eth all their diſeaſes. 

Thus the Pſalmiſt begins, 0 thus he TY 
— Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul / — Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
benefits ; bo forgiveth all thine iniquity, who 
 healeth-all thy di iſeaſes. 

Sickneſs and pains of body are ſome of 
; that baneful train of miſeries, which entred 
the world n the fall of * as the con- 

B ſequence 


6 God's Benefits to Mankind, 
ſequence and puniſhment of his ſin ; and 
ſo tormenting do they ſometimes prove, as 


to imbitter all enjoyments, and render even 
if * Aelf a burden. Had We e then been 
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n , the oh bleſſing Hen could 
Have beſtowed on us here, wou d have beer L 
the taking us out of this world as ſoon as 
ever we came into it: for as Job 
ſays, Wherefore is izht given to him 
that i is in miſery, and life to the bitter in ſoul? 
Who Tongs for death, and it comes h not; and . 
digs for it more this for hid treaſures. But 1 
our moſt gracious Lord (bleſſed be his holy 
name) has provided better for us; he not 
only Faves our ſouls by forgiving their ini- 
gi ties; but ſuccours our bodies likewife w 
Healing all their diſeaſes. 
The truth of which laſt propoſition I in- 
tend to make evident in ſome particulars, 
and then ſhew how eit ought to affect us. 
I. As for the truth of the Plalmiſt's- aſ- 
ſertion, 75 hat God healeth, &c. it muſt be 
underſtood as ſpoken in general; ; therefore, 
that it may not be without its particular ex- 
ceptions in ſome caſes of thoſe diſeaſes, 
erer it . God ( for wiſe ends of bis 
6 N J providence, 
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i healing all their Diſtaſis. 3 
providence," beſt known to himſelf) to ſuf⸗ 


fer men 10 linger on and die; but hen 
there are none of theſe ends to ſerve, we 


may aſſuredly expect the divine aſſiſtance 
one of —_— two Aa ; rege ö t 


3s 1 
42 5, Fo > 2 * 1 
i 1 e 4 


1 Bya an e ac of We or; 


IL bed wk more ee, courſe of Nature. 


E By an ener act of Providenss: I 


1 mean, when God heals diſeaſes by his ſole 


and immediate power, without the inter ven- 
tion of ſecond cauſes, which are the uſual 
means to this end: or elſe when he infuſes 
a more than ordinary virtue into any of em, 


and ſo makes uſe of ſuch as have in them- 


ſelves no very natural e for the . 
poſe. Kii bows; 1 
Now when God particularly influenbes 
and directs any means to work this effect; 
when he orders and diſpoſes things, by 
ſome ſecret and uncommon Ways, for the 
patient's good, or heals him of him ſelf; we 


may well look upon it as an n extraordinary 


act of Providence. 
And whether this has been Wine note 


can doubt, ho believes thoſe miraculous 


B. 2 cures 
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God's Benefits to Mankind, 


cures recorded in Scripture, wrought by 
God's holy Apoſtles and Prophets, wWho 
prov d ſpecial Phyſicians of mens bodies as 
well as ſouls, and thereby have taught us, 
that both are under the peculiar care and 


protection of Heaven. And herein none 


were more eminent than the ever-bleſſed 
Son of God himſelf, who went about thus 
doing good: and in that compaſſion he ſo 
often ſnew d to mens diſtreſs d bodies, whilſt 


he. Was On earth, he has given us aſſurance, 


khat he'll not be wanting to us, if we ſeek 
to him in the like neceſſities, now he has 


all power and authority given him in Hea- 


ven. Nay, our Saviour has actually leſt 
a power behind him in his Church to this 
end, having commiſſion'd his apoſtles and 

ſucceſſors in the ſacred miniſtry, To heal the 
fick, Luke ix. 2. which power (notwith- 


ſtanding all miraculous effects of it are 


ceas d, as tis in other matters) we can't be- 


lieve will wholly fail, while there ſhall be 
need of it. Accordingly St. James leaves 
it a ſtanding Rule to all Chriſtians : Is any 


2 among you-? let him call for the elders of 


the church, and kt them pray over him. 
E the prayer of Jai th ſhall ſave the ſick, 
and 
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in healing all their Diſeaſes. 9 
and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up, — James v. 
14 15. Indeed it can hardly conſiſt with 


God's fatherly tenderneſs and compaſſion to 


his.creatures, to leave mankind languiſhing 


and pining away in their diſeaſes, when all 
human means fail (as they often do in ſome 


ſtubborn diſtempers, which baffle the force 
of all medicines and the phyſician's skill) 


without ſome more than ordinary aſſiſtance 
from above to free 'em from their miſery : 


And this aſſiſtance he moſt viſibly affords in 
thoſe diſtempers call'd Epidemical, that riſe 
upon us like a flood, ſweeping away thou- 
ſands, patient and ee together; and 


| after having reign'd long uncontroul d, are 


at laſt ſtopp'd in thir full courſe, and made 
to fink away as ſtrangely as they roſe at 
firſt ; which we muſt needs therefore attri- 
bas: to an Almighty Power, both in the 
bringing and taking away: A Power which 
holds all the fatal treaſures of diſeaſes; 
thoſe fiery ſeeds of infection that ſometimes 
by its permiſſion break their bounds, and in 


a a flaming deluge over-run the world, and 


are as ſoon recall 'd at pleaſure by it. 
In caſe of more private diſtempers alſo in 
lie men, 1 believe there's ſcarce any 
but 
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10 God's Rauf, 0 Mankind, 


but may find he receives more than ordina- 


ry relief from the divine goodneſs under 


em, which many times enables him, with- 


out other helps, to weather out the ſevereſt 
afflictions. Thus the Pſalmift ſpeaks of the 


bleſſed man that conſidereth the Poor. 
The Lord will ftrengthen him upon 
the Jed 5, languiſhing ; thou wilt make all his 


bed in his ſickneſs. And to what other 


cauſe can we impute that happy criſis into 


which our oppreſs'd and fainting nature is 
often unexpectedly thrown, and ſo render'd 
capable of clearing off the morbifick mat- 


ter, and enabled to repair its decays and 


Jene, and work it ſelf again into 


health and vigour ! ? From whence, but Hea- 


ven, the fountain of all eaſe and comfort, 


can proceed thoſe ſoft and gentle amber 
that fall on us in the moſt reſtleſs condition, 
when we are leaſt of all inclin'd to em, al- 
laying the heat and fury of the ſpirits, 


and diffuſing their balmy life and refreſn- 
ment thro' the whole body? God thus giveth 


his beloved /leep. Where ſhall we ſeek for 


the caufe that one diſtemper, by the different 
turn of the humours, as it were, engenders 


another, which proves the patient's cure, 
Wi but 
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in healing all their Diſeaſes: 


but from that kind Almighty Being, who 


brings good out of evil, ſtrength ous of weak- 
neſs, arſe acts quite min from anna 
methods? , | 

Now theſe and many more colferrabla 
inſtances of mens ſtrange relief and reco- 
very from their diſeaſes, beyond all human 
probability and expectation, their lives be- 
ing redeem d from dtſtruction, are convincing 
eyidences of God's providence often inter- 
poſing, in a more than ordinary manner, 


for. their ſafety under em; which is ſtill 


more evident in thoſe melancholy diſtem- 
pers of the mind, that caſt dozyn our fout, 


and diſquiet it within us : for theſe having 7 
their foundation in the ſpirits, fix their root 


of bitterneſs ſo deep, that ſeldom any thing 
leſs than the influence of Him, who, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, re/foreth the loud is ſuffici- 


ent to reach them. 


And thus I ſhall diſpatch the firſt evi- 
Pens of the matter before us, which ought 
not wholly to be omitted, and-to well-diſ- 
pos d minds may be very convincing ; tho 
perhaps not ſo much to others, as what 1 
am now about to offer, I hope, will, 
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12 God 5 Benghis 2 Mankind, 


II. From the nn courſe of nature, 
wherein God has ſettled ' ſeveral horns. 
ways and means, as ſecond cauſes under 
m_ to work the cure of our diſeaſes. As, 
1. The great number, and almoſt infi- 
nite variety of medicines that fill this lower 
world, which is God's great laboratory, 
from whence he diſpenſes his remedies for 
every bodily illneſs we are ſubje& to: The 
Lord hath created medicines out of the earth, 
ſays the ſon of Syrach, Ecclus. xxxviii. 4. 
Indeed they cannot be attributed to 'any 
other cauſe, it being impoſſible they ſhould 
ſpring by chance, or be no more than the 
effect of human art. As they came from 
God, ſo they were alſo defign'd by him for 


the very ends they ſerve to. Now not to 


_ diſpute 
was accidentally jumbled into that order 


with the Atheiſt, whether the world 


and beauty it now ſhines in, by the heed- 


leſs concourſe and rude rencounters of ſenſe- 


leſs atoms (which to believe, a man had 


need be as void of ſenſe himſelf) I would 
know what ſhadow of reaſon there is to 


pretend, that the ſeveral parts of it here- 


tofore ſhould be impregnated with all the 


ſanative 
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in healing all their Diſeaſss, 13 


ſanative qualities neceſſary. for healing ſuch 
2 multitude of diſeaſes, and ſtill continue 
em after the ſame manner? This, every 
one ſees, requires an allwiſe and provident 
Being, which perfectly foreknowing the ſe- 
veral conſtitutions of mankind, could like- 
wiſe ſee what different 68 they 
would all be liable to, and ſo contrive 
their cures. We may be likewiſe as ſure, 
that theſe medicines were deſign'd by God 
for this very end, to heal our diſeaſes, be- 
cauſe otherwiſe he might have fram'd the 


world to anſwer the other uſes and exigen- 


cies of our nature without 'em : Or they 
might have been ſown ſo ſparingly over the 
wild field of matter, as to have come to 


little: They might have been ſo blended 


and confus'd amidſt the rude maſs of other 
things, as not to be eaſily ſeparated and ex- 
tracted for human uſe; and after all, their 
virtues might have hon ſo mean end flat, 
as to prevail little againſt acute and chroni- 


cal diſtempers. Theſe, together with a 


thouſand other accidents, we might juſtly 


have expected would deprive us of the be- 


nefit of medicines, had not God . deſign'd 
'em for us. But now ſince none of em 
Ws v4 ” have 
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14 God's Benefits to Mankmd, 
fully every where, being eaſily diſtilld from 


almoſt every herb and ſhrub, extracted from 
the very minerals, and even animals them- 
ſelves too (many of which give us that life 


wie take from em) their virtues alſo being 


very powerful, and capable of being great- 
ly improv'd; we may well look upon all as 


| God's wonderful proviſion (wherein we 2 te 


daily making new diſcoveries) for the cure 


of our ſeveral diſtempers; and a better we 


can't imagine could have been made, than 


by ſuch <lficagous remedies nn where 


N at hand. 

It muſt be confeſs'd indeed, we owe FER 
Win to art many times, in ordering and 
compounding medicines: but this is no more 
than adding the virtue of one ſimple to 


ſtrengthen or qualify that of another; and 


tis generally agreed too, that the e in- 
gredients are mixt together, the better, a 
great many being apt to injure one another; 
which is as much as to ſay, The leſs of Art, 
and more of Nature we uſe, the diſeaſe is 


likelieſt to be heal'd, and ſo God is ſtill con- 


feſs d the chief Author of the cure. 


Nay, 


1 
— * 
* 


F \the 07 e of : Sotfattheſt 
all the mixtures of the ſhop: So that theſe 


in hauling all their: Diſeaſes. 15 
paring the remedy ready to our hands in 


the very Simple, as in thoſe medicines call'd 


Specificks 3 where an herb, or other vege⸗ 
table, contains ſuch a pecular virtue as pre. 
vails againſt ſome particular diſeaſe, beyond 


are remedies immediately order id for us by 
the hand of the Divine NMyſician, Which 


ve need only take, and be head, wichout 
more ado. They are, as it were, fo many 


branches of the old tree of life ſtill reſerv d 


amongſt us, to ſhew that God has not yet 


forgot to be gracious, but that death ſhall 
be fwallow'd up in victory at laſt. And 
perhaps they may be found too in greater 
abundance in thoſe countries where the ma 
ladies, they eſpecially heal, reign moſt: 
which if it prove true (as I am apt to be- 
lieve upon diligent ſearch great diſcoveries 


of this nature may be made) will ſhew the 
tender and watchful care of providence over 
us, in making the diſeaſe and remedy grow 
together, that as ſoon as the one injures; - 


the other may be ready at hand to ſuccour 
us. Something like this, N aturaliſts have 
diſcoyer'd | in thoſe noxious creatures, that 
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the infuſions of art; 
| author of nature hereby provides a conſtant 

Bet heſda for us, to cure whatever diſeaſe we 
have Here the lame are made to walk, the 
lepers are cleans'd, and the dead in effect rais'd 
to. life and vigour From hence even our 


16 God's Benefits to Mankind, 


yield a ſovereign balſam wot tha own 


ſting. 
And what mall we fy — when the 
common elements of Air and Water are won - 


derfully endow'd with variety of healing 


qualities, in ſome places eſpecially above 
others. 'The Air in certain regions is of ſuch 


an admirable refreſhing and balſamick na- 
ture, as inſenſibly to convey” healing to the 


_ lungs, make the blood and' ſpirits brisk and 


florid, and even inſpire a man with new 


life upon the brink of the grave. The Water 


alſo in many places (of which we who here 
ſo richly enjoy the bleſſing, can't be inſen- 
ſible) flows fo ſtrongly and nicely tinQur'd: 
with the healing virtues of the ſeveral mi- 
nerals thro' which tis ſtrain'd; beyond all 
that the Almighty 


very health receives improvement; our youth 


is renew'd as the eagle, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks; 


like her we in a manner molt our old caſe, 
and*plume anew. And 'tis very remarka- 
| OE 
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in healing all their-Diſeaſes. 17 


ble of theſe laſt remedies, which come more 


immediately from the hand of God, that 


they are more expedite for the work and 
pleaſing than others, - moſt worthy the 
Divine Phyſician, working the cure when 
other means fail, and putting the patient on 
no nauſeating doſes or tedious courſes; 
which ſhews, that when God undertakes us, 
we may expect not only neceſſaries, but 
even delicacies, as * Senecu ſpeaks. I need 


not ſay that even our common food, in a 


regular courſe of diet, . much contri- 
butes to our healing. 

Thus I have confider'd me firſ means, 
whereby God in his ordinary providence 


| heals our diſeaſes, viz. the ſeveral produc- 


tions of nature for that end. But before 1 
proceed, it may be needful to remove a 


ſcruple, which is this: If God deſign'd 


theſe products of nature for our health, 


how comes it that ſome of em ſhould have 


hurtful, nay poiſonous qualities, and ſo be 


rather inſtruments of death than life ? 


To which I anſwer, That they are very 


few of this kind, and uſually mark'd out to 
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: ny enim "neceſſiraribu tantummodo noſtris pro- 
viſum uſque i In delicias amamur. De Ber. 
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us too by foe: ungrateful ſmell, or taſte, 
or colour, or our on antipathies to em, 
which we may, ſuppoſe firſt made em 
known to mankind, and ſtill informs the 


brutes of em, ſon that twill be our own 
fault if we receive any injury from em. 
And yet after all, they are not ſo deſtrue- 


tive cas men may imagine, but indeed of 


ſovereign uſe, when temper'd with other 
medicines; for outward application at leaſt. 


A great many things in nature are capable, 
without due management, of doing us a 
great deal of harm; as Fire, for inſtance, 
vhich we eſteem never the leſs; beneficial 
to the world in general, tho' it may chance 
to burn the houſe over our heads; and I 
ſee no reaſon: why we ſhould. not have the 


ſame opinion of thoſe vegetables we are 
wont to term hurtful. But however, leſt 
they ſhould prove ſo to us, and all others 


uſeleſs, for want of knowledge to apply 


em, we have afforded uy; in the ſecond 


2 as another means, 7777 

2. The skill of the unteimn 8 as 
the ſon of Syrac ſays, God has created, and 
made an honourable - inſtrument under him 


to o heal our diſeaſes; all his wiſdom comes 


from 


d 
1 
es 
m 
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from him, 3 knowledge and ſagacity are 
God's gifts, eee e eee 
and perfect one comes. Now tis Jam. i 7 


much the ſame, whether any ow a thing 


by himſelf alone, or thro the ſervice of 
ſome other inſtructed and appointed by him 


for the purpoſe, as the phyfician is by God 
to heal our diſeaſes: Which, the very hea- 


thens, under the light of nature, own'd in 
their way; for there's nothing more noto- 


rious, than that they imputed mens skill in 


any art or ſcience to the God thereof, of 
which God they were therefore term'd ſons 
and pupils: Thus in the caſe before us, the 
* poet calls an eminent phyſician, 
The jon of mne * God of 


Pick. 


And e we but 1 once, who gave 


Ho m. 1. 


us our faculties of Andes ing and reaſon, 


and conſider theſe faculties moreover adapt- 


ed to particular employments by the allwiſe 


Author of em, whereunto alſo men are of- 
ten directed and carry'd on by a ſecret im- 
pulſe of their nature, a divine enthuſiaſm, 
which: we call a genius, and thereby arrive 
at greater perfection in their attainments 


than otherwiſe they would, we muſt at leaf 


acknowledge 


$ 
} 
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} 
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Ec. 11.26. 
wiſcom and knowledge. And again, When 


„„ 
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acknowledge God the foundation of our 
wiſdom and skill. Nay, experience will 


farther inform us, that even our very im- 
proyements and exerciſe of reaſon are under 
the influence of divine providence, which 


turns the minds of men as it pleaſeth, ſome- 


times ſtrangely confounding and infatuating 


them, otherwhile as much directing and en- 
lightning them. God giveth to 
man that which is good in his by, 


| he ſees fit, he turneth -wiſe men 
IC.xliv. To backward, and maketh their know- 


ledge fooliſh. And from hence in all like- 


lihood proceed thoſe different and even 
contradictory opinions of the learned 1n all 
ages, on one and the ſame ſubject, nay of 


the ſame perſons at different times: So that 


the patient muſt ſtill owe his cure to the 
Divine aſſiſtance, amidſt the beſt advice and 


ableſt conſult of phyſicians, ; and whatever 


benefit he receives from em, comes from 


God at ſecond hand. 

3. Another means of our health, ape nt- 
ed by God, is the natural eee of 
human bodies, which all the outward re- 


medies and human skill in the world could 


never 
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never free from a diſeaſe, unleſs they were 
fram'd with an innate force and aptneſs to 
recover themſelves. Hence we feel an in- 
teſtine war within us, upon the aſſault of a 
diſtemper, and nature's raiſing all her facul- 


ties and powers to oppoſe it, nſing every 


fi 


3 


little ſpring of her machine as a weapon 
againſt it, whilſt the enemy preſſes hard, 
and ſhocks and wounds us. Our naturkl 
conſtitution is always at leaſt the foundation 
of our health, and other things are only 
helps to bring that into due order; which 
made Hippocrates call Nature, \T he phyſician 
of diſeaſes. Nay this often acquaints us too 
what aſſiſtances it needs, by its own mo- 
tions pointing out what particular remedies 
and methods will prove moſt ſucceſsful 
againſt the diſtemper, how and in what 


: quarter we may beſt attack it from with- 
out, ſo as to to receive the benefit of its 
joint force within. From hence it comes to 


12 that moderate exerciſe and gentle mo- 
tions are ſo uſeful in any illneſs; for theſe 


: agitate and warm the cold fluggiſh faculties, 
when they are yielding and ſinking under a 
; diſtemper, and fo rouze and inſpirit em to 
5 expel 1 it ; whereby God has provided that 
D every 
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every man under him may be in the main 
his own phyſician. 


4. God ordinarily. heals our diſcaſcs, by 


giving ſucceſs to the means we uſe for this 


purpoſe ; for be they of never ſo great 


efficacy in themſelves, they neceſſarily 


require his concurrence. 
As tis in ſpirituals, Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water, but God giveth the increaſe, 


1 Cor. iii. 6.; ſo here, the phyſician may 


preſcribe, and the druggiſt compound, and 
the patient be very ſtrict in obſerving rules; 
yet unleſs God co-operates, all will be in 


vain. | 
We plainly perceive a ſecret power 


| (which we are apt to term Luck, or Chance, 


or Fortune; divine Providence 3 it is) 


that ſways in all occurrences of life, order- 
ing and ſucceeding events as it pleaſes, 
and many times contrary to our expectati- 


ons: I ſaw under the ſun (ſays Solomon) 
that the race is not to the wi nor battel 
to the ſtrong, &c. 

Now if we often find our endeayours 
over-rul'd and croſs'd, and fo to fail in the 


viſible world without us; how can we ex- 


on” em to ſucceed of themſelves in the 


little | 
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little ſecret world within ? which is a very 
dark and mazy ſcene, where things lie 


quite out of our view in their operations. 


We are, certainly ſtill ignorant of many 


things. ( notwithſtanding the diſcoveries 


made) in the frame and texture of human 
bodies, as the daily ſearches of the learned 
confeſs. We can't be ſo well inform'd at 
leaſt how the vital motions of our bodies 
are perform'd, how all the ſubtle ſprints of 
their machines are ſet, and kept going, in 


every particular man's conſtitution eſpecial- 


ly. Theſe things are viſible only to Him, 
who ſaw our ſubſtance being yet imperfef, 
and in whoſe book are all our members written, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, P/al. cxxxix. 16. 
Upon this account then we muſt needs be at 


a great loſs for the nature and cauſe of 
many diſtempers; and after all our ſearch 


for their ſymptoms from the pulſe and ex- 
crement,' we have but uncertain notices, 


and perhaps the beſt account comes from 


thoſe ſpontaneous motions of our nature be- 
fore-mention' d; and being thus in the dark 
as to the nature and cauſes of diſtempers, 


we muſt neceſſarily be ſo too in appli- 


cation a the remedy. But granting! this 
| D 2 to 


r 


* N — Tn ur” 
— © * . * 
9 // A a eons Ware PS no AD _ 


—— PIO 8 
3 he * „ 


n 


— 
— ve 

1 
rr 


PE PER ² ůꝝ :ũ q’r Ny T TT rr ET re 


24 God's Henefits to Mankind, 


to be otherwiſe, that the remedy be ſuited 
to the diſeaſe; yet our medicine being di- 


geſted, muſt paſs under ſeveral changes and 


alterations, thro' an infinite number of moſt 


nice and intricate windings and turnings 


(which has put ſome upon the airy project 


of injecting it into the veins and blood im- 
mediately) ſo that its virtues may eaſily 


miſcarry, and do us harm rather than good, 


- eſpecially when the whole body is diſor- 


der'd. We have much more reaſon there- 


fore to attribute the ſucceſs of any means 
us'd in healing our diſeaſes, to the Divine 
Providence proſpering em, than in any 


other affair of the world: humanly ſpeak- 


ing, a man may expect, with more certain- 
ty, the ſafe return of a ſhip into harbour 
with treaſure from the fartheſt Indies, thro 
all the hazards at ſea, than that a medicine, 


thro' the various meanders of a diſtem per'd 
body, ſhould convey health and vigour to 


the parts affected. 


And thus I have done with the firſt pro- 


poſition, and I hope clear d the truth of 
the Pfalmiſt's aſſertion, that God bealeth all 


our diſeaſes; which I have endeayour'd to 
prove he does, both in his ordinary and 
extraordinary 
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extraordinary providence over us, and x" 
proceed, f 


II. To declare how this ought to affect 
us; which was the main end deſign'd in what 


has been hitherto ſpoken. 


And the firſt conſideration that readily 
flows from all, is this; If God be the phyſi- 
clan who heals all our diſeaſes, and natural 
means but his inſtruments, we ought chiefly | 
to depend on him for their cure, and be moſt 
of all thankful to him upon our recovery, 
Our chief hopes and dependence, I ſay, 
under any bodily affliction, ſhould be in 
God: we ought to uſe all remedies, with a 
due regard to Him who ordains and directs 
them, and therefore can eaſily ſuſpend or 
enforce their virtues, and ſo fucceed or fru- 
ſtrate their operations : : Nay, by his Al- 
mighty Power over our natures, he can 
work the bleſſed effect as well without em; 
and out of his tender mercies to his crea- 
tures, we have great reaſon to believe, when 
need. requires, and tis conſiſtent with the 
other ends of Providence, he will. * 

. Now the ſenſe of theſe = ſhould 
take off al vain confidence and boaſting in 

human 
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. chiefly truſting in theſe. 


and thy hand preſſeth me ſore. T here is no 
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human means, and fill us with an humble # 


truſt and reſignation to the Divine Provi-„ 9 
dence; ſhould ſend the patient with ardent “. 
prayer both in publick and private, to the Þ 4 
throne of Grace for caſe and relief, and a 
bleſſing on thoſe natural remedies he uſes ; 
and not ſuffer him to be like Aja (2 Chron, 
XVI. 12.) who is reproach'd for not ſeeking to 
the Lord, but to the phyſicians in his dt eaſe 3 


boo. & 


And if our malady be the effect of ſome 
lin, for which God puniſhes us with it (as 
it may he oftener than people imagine) 
then the humbling our ſelves in prayer, and 
ſeeking his favour, ſeems the only true re- 
medy againſt it; at leaſt it can never be im- 
proper in any caſe. Accordingly the ſon 
of Syrach preſcribes thus; My fon, in thy 
# ckneſs be not negligent, but pray unto the 
Lord, and he wil make thee whole. And 
what St. James adviſes, has been heard be- 
fore. The words of the Pſalmiſt therefore 
may be a good recipe for us: O Lord, re- 
' buke me not in thy wrath : — 
For thine arrows ſtick faſt in me, 
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foundnefs in my feb. — Þ am feeble and ſore 
broken, 


e 
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;tbꝛoden, I have roared for the very di iſquietneſs 


7 of my heart. Lord, all my defire is om 


f | thee. — For in thee, O Lord, do I hope. 


Make haſte to help me, O Lord, my ſalvation. 
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And when we find our prayers heard, 


4 and health reſtor'd, ſo great a. bleſſing (great 


indeed in it ſelf, and the fountain of all 


others in this life) ſhould not want a ſuita- 
ble return of thanks and praiſe to its all- 
kind Author. But, alas! as great as it is, 
men are too apt to forget it. Moſt are ready 
enough indeed to humble themſelves before 
God, whilſt any bodily calamity is actually 
5 upon em; but when tis gone, in the very 
* dawn of our health, our devotions too often 
3 pafs away as the early dew after night. As 
the baſe [/rae/ites of old did, ſo are we apt to 
do; When God /lew "2g then 

1 the [ought him, and returned and n 
enquired early after God; and they 


34, Oc. 


remembred that God was their rock, and the 


High God their redeemer + neverthele * they did 
but flatter him with their lips, and lyed unto 
bim with their tongue; for their heart was 
not right with him, neither were they ſtedfaſt 
in his convenant. This, I ſay, too often 
Z appears the practice of many amongſt 
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us, who leave their bed of ſickneſs, atid 


reſcu'd em from it, and deliver d their ſoul 
from death. A moſt impious practice this, 
and what may juſtly bring a ſpeedy return 
of our malady again, and cauſe us to be 


heal all our diſeaſes, this ought (as our P 


do all we can to heal one another: It 
ſhould affect us with the like care and ten- 


preſently paſs from the hovſe of their own | 
mourning, into that of feaſting and pleaſure, 
and perhaps fin too, without looking back 
on the late evil days of ſorrow, or any re- 
gard to that kind Almighty Being, who 


then deny'd all ſuccour from God, who will 
Prov. rather laugh at our calemiy, and 
mocł when our fear cometh ; be- 
mer goodneſs. 
And here among our returns, we ſhould | 
not forget that principal one of charity and fe 
bounty to the poor; with ſuch Jacriſices, a 
God tells us, he is well pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 16. te 
and therefore they are the likelieſt to con- e 
tinue and proſper our health to us. Im 
2dh. If God be ſo merciful to us as to © 


7 

LE 

cauſe we have ſo wickedly deſpis d his for- 8 
c 


Saviour ſpeaks in another caſc) to make us 


derneſs of our afflited brethren (thoſe | 
eſpecially 


in Beuling all their Diſeaſes. 29 
eſpecially" whoſe poverty and wants re- 
double their miſery, and add a heavy load of 
re, grief to their ſorrow) that God takes of us, 
ack that ſo we may fulfil our duty to our great 
re- Lord, in having compaſſi on on our fellows 
ho | fromts, kde bur pity on us. Wherein 
ſoul God propoſes his own example for our 
his, pattern ih works of mercy; and if we refuſe 
urn ts imitate him in this great inſtance, tis 
be not likely we ſhould be very forward to do 
will it in others of leſs moment. 7 he healing 
and mens diſeaſes is the beſt office we can do 
be- them, with relation to this world, the 
for- greateſt token of our love and Kindiielh ; ; 
for 'tis laying a foundation for the Whole 
ould comfort of their future life here, and there- 
ore calls for all we can do towards it. Our 
L attendance, and care, and pains, and bounty 
too, if needed, are requir'd | in promoting 
ſo blefled a work And *tis evident we 
3 may prove very inſtrumental herein; for | 
as to tho God chiefly effects the cure, yet 125 is 
our Pleas d moſt times to make man ſerviceable 
e us do him in it. All thoſe medicines he has 
it ſo richly endow'd Nature with, are ſo ma- 
ten- 1 means laid before us for our induſtry to 
thoſe improve to this end; ; and by affording em 
cially „ in 
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in ſuch great variety, he calls upon us to be 

as variouſly imploy'd in benefiting one an- 

other by them; which indeed is an undertak- 

ing ſo truly noble: that methinks we ſhould 
need little, beſides the glory and reward of 
the action, to excite us thereunto ; both 
which are very great. Next the US 
mens ſouls, healing their bodies (which is a 

kind of ſalvation too) is the greateſt thing 
can be done for them; and ſo has the ſe- 
cond honour due to it. Tis an univerfal 
benefit as well as the other; men of all 
conditions, high and low, rich and poor- 
are. bleſſed in it; and therefore tis alike 


principally tene by the Pſalmiſt here, 


to God; — (Who fargiveth thine iniqui- 
ties, ua who healeth all thy diſeaſes.) By 
imitating him herein then, we do a truly 
divine and heavenly deed, which muſt needs 


therefore be follow'd with a ſuitable re- 


ward, God is not unrighteous to forget our 
work and labour of love, fays the author to 
the Hebrews, Heb. vi. 18. His faithful- 
neſs engages him to recompence us to the 
uttermoſt, who has promis d, that to the 
merciful he will be merciful. Every drop of | 
comfort then, which we adminiſter to a 

1 weak 
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weak fainting neighbour, may be reckon'd a 
cordial ſtor d up in Heaven for us, againſt 
the time of our own languifhment to come; 
which, inreturn for our goodneſs, we ſhall 
receive heighten'd and improy'd from the 
hand of the Divine Phyſician. But our full 
recompence will come at the laſt day, 
| when the great Judge of all the world ſhall 
Z pronounce that gracious ſentence, Come, ye 
bleffed children of my Father, receive the king- 
dom, Kc. Mat. xxv. 36. for among other 
good deeds that ye have done, this is a 
great one, viz. When I was fick ye viſited 
me. Mell done therefore, good and faithful 
ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

Now the confideration of this exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory for our pains, 
ſhould make us gladly embrace every op- 


peoortunity of thus doing good, ſhould take 
off all ayerfenefs to go into the houſe of 
mourning, all our nicety and ſqeamiſhneſs 


that keep us from beholding the ſore ca- 


lamities of our poor brethren ; for ſhould 
| God deal thus with us, what would become 


of us? Should he diſregard and ſcorn us, 


Joint 3 when from the ſole f the foot even 
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unto the head, there is no 8 but 
wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying. ſores, 
where ſhould we have eaſe? Let the. ex- 
ample therefore of our moſt gracious Lord, 


together with a ſenſe of our duty and re- 


ward thereupon, fill us with a ready zeal 
to imitate him in ſo bleſſed a work, as . 
ing mens diſeaſes is. 

3dly. If God heals all mens Alſrales, and 
affords em ſo many remedies in the courſe 
of nature for it; this may ſerve to ſhew 
us the great wickedneſs of abuſing 1 them to 
mens hurt and ruin, or engroſſing them to 
our own private adyantage, . and ſhould 
therefore affect us with a dread of God's 


diſpleaſure on ſuch impious practices. 


Let us reflect with horror on the fatal 
conſequence to ourſelves, as well as others, 
of ignorantly meddling, and yainly tam- 


pering and trying raſh experiments with me- 


dicines, which, if rightly apply'd, are a 
great benefit to mankind, but i 
may prove as much an injury. T. his miſ- 
chievous boaſting of things beyond | our OWN 
line, therefore, to the great prejudice of 
Providence, in thus perverting its gracious 
defi igns, and often the ruin of our neigh- 

ä bour, 


* 
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bour, can't but highly incenſe God againſt 
us, and move him to return a double por- 
tion of that miſery and ſorrow on our own 
heads, we haye ſo wickedly brought on 
others. As, conſcientious alſo ought men 
to be in diſtributing theſe remedies, ac- 
cording to God's purpoſe in them, for the 
publick good; and not out of vanity and 
pride retain em wholly to themſelves, or 
thro? exaRtion and covetouſneſs fix ſuch ex- 


travagant prices on em, as will lock em 


up from the generality of mankind, which 
is an impious wreſting God's inſtruments 


of good to his creatures, out of his hand: 
Tis robbing our poor brethren of the 


moſt valuable treaſures of life, nay, tis 
exerciſing over em the fevereſt cruelty, 
whilſt they expoſe em to the ſavage ty- 
ranny of death, the bloody enemy of man- 


fetters that ſhould chain and hold him faſt; 


which complicated iniquity will certainly 
meet with a full reward, when God ſhall 


take upon hin? to avenge the cauſe of the 
Poor and needy, and break in pieces the op- 


. preſſor. Not that I ſpeak this in any wiſe 
5 to deprive the labourer herein of his hire, 


but 
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but to let him know, that this hire ought 


to be proportton'd, as much as may be, to 
mens circumſtances, and never prove fo 


exceſſive as to bring any into the poor 


ruin'd widow's hopeleſs cafe in the Gofpel 
(Like the vth) which ftands a brand on all 
exaction of that nature. Neither am I re- 
flecting on the noble faculty of phyfick, or 
any worthy profeſſor of it, whom we 
onght to Honour with the honour due unto him, 


as the ſon of Syrach ſpeaks. His praiſe is 


a debt upon us, a juſt tribute of that breath 
which under God he continues to us: Tis 

not from ſuch (whoſe deep inſight into the 
wonders of Nature, can't but fill em with 
an awful ſenſe of its Almighty Author, and 


due regard to his gracious deſigns to man- 
kind) we fear any thing; but that tribe of 


pretenders, who making a trade of Provi- 
dence, live on the ſorrows, and thrive on 
the miſeries of mankind; who ought to 
conſider, that they are but fattening for the 


laughter, and that as uy have done, ſo 


God may one day requite em. 


4thly. If it be God that heals our aiſeaſes 


and ſo keeps the i/ſnes of life and death in 


his own power, this ſhould oblige us, as 


we 


aſes, 
h in 


in healing all their Diſeaſes. 35 
we value our . preſent, as well as future 


welfare, to be very careful not to offend 
him, and give him any cauſe to caſt us out 


of his favour, and with-hold his mercy 


from us in the time of our ſickneſs, when 
we have ſo much need of him; eſpecially 
ſhould it make us fly all debauchery and 
exceſs, and avoid thus running our ſelves, 
like beaſts, into the ſnares. of thoſe diſtem- 
pers, out of which we have very little reaſon 
to expect the Divine deliverance. 

Under ſuch diſeaſes as come upon us 
in the courſe of Providence, we may de- 


pend on God's aid; but as to thoſe, that 


are the natural 5 equence and ſad effect 
of our ſins, there's little ſuecour to be 


| hop'd from Heaven for em. Should Gd 


be very gracious to ſuch wretches, twould 
look like countenancing em, which we can't 
think an infinitely holy, pure and juſt Go- 
vernor of the world will ordinarily do; but 
that he will rather caſt * em off, and declare | 
in the words of Wiſdom (Prov. i.) T hey 
ſol call, but I'll not hear, Kc. | 
And when once God forſakes us, in vain 
we ſeek to natural remedies, which have 
| their efficacy from him, for the cure of 
our 
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36 God's Benefits io Minkind, 


our diſeaſes : theſe, without” the ike 


bleſſing, ſerve only to feed our ſorrow, 


increaſe our miſery, and prolong our woe'; 
as may be ſeen in many a' decrepid wictth, J 
whoſe wickedneſſes have gone over his Bead, F 
and are like a ſore burden too heavy for him to 
bear. To behold ſuch a' one in his long 
and ſad courſe of penance, living upon 


miſery, eating the bread of afliftion his fins 
have carv'd for him, and drinking the bit- 
ter potions his iniquities have mixt, and 


even ſutking out the dregs of the cup of God's 
fury, ever uneaſy, reſtleſs and complaining, 
in the morning, would God it were evening, . 


in the evening, would God it were morning; 


ſight of this, I ſay, may ſufficiently an 
us to fly thoſe courſes of vileneſs that will 


lead us into the ſame condition, perſuading 
us to hearken to Solomon's advice, Prov. 1. 
10. My fon, if ſiuners entice thee, conſent 
thou not. Or when he ſpeaks more parti- 
cularly, chap. xxiti. ver. 31. cautioning us, 


not to look upon the wine when it is red, they 
it gives its colour in the cup, when it moverh C 
it ſelf aright ; or, at laft, it biteth Ike 4 
ſerpent, and Stingeth Ae an adler. And 
again, chap. vii. ver. 24. Sc. where he 


gives 


a > 


bed rn pq of © An AA AA AS ak am — i San: 


I 
t 


in braling all their Diſeaſes. 32 
gives an account of the / ſtrange woman, 
whoſa houſe, be ſays, is the way to bell, g 
ing down to the chambers of death. _ 

And let us conſider too that theſe exceſ- 
ſes ſhould be particularly avoided in thoſe. 


places, where God makes the means of our 


welfare abound and overflow to us ; here, 
out of a common reſpect to his goodnels, 
ſo preſent with us, we ought to live under 


| an awe and reverence of him. *Twill be 
a moſt daring impiety then to pollute theſe 


gracious ſprings of life by our corruptions, 
and what may not only ſuſpend their vir- 
tues from us, but alſo cauſe their Almighty 
Lord to ako the diſeaſes, cleans'd away 
from others herein, cleave to us and our 
poſterity, as Naaman's leproſy did to the 

Prophet's ſervant on a leſs provocation, 
Tis a maſter=piece of the devil's policy, 
my brethren, to be buſieſt with his temp- 
tations, where God is ſhewing himſelf moft 
gracious, that ſo he may not only hinder 
the. Divine Goodneſs working any. effect 
upon us, but bring us morcover into the 
moſt impious contempt and defiance of 
On; Since therefore we are not ignorant 
NG let us take care not to be 
* inſnar'd 


Ah ns ; 
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and endying; but Fut on the Lord: 22 
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38 God's Benefits to Mankind, 
inſnar'd by em; wherecever God's loving 
kindneſs and mercies ſurround us, let us | 


there eſpecially ſhew our chaſte. converſation | 
coupled with fear, 1 Pet: ili. 2. Let us walk ; 
honeſty, not in rioting and Ange not ; 


in en and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife 


Chriſt, and ks not proviſion for the fleſh. 


10 fulfil the lufts thereof, Rom. xii. 13. 14. 
5thly. What has been ſaid on this fub- | 
ject ought to affect us all with a deep and e 


lively ſenſe of God's wonderful mercies and b 
loving kindneſs to mankind, in that he not d 
only provides for the ſafety of our ſouls, ſ 
the better part of us, and more worthy his v 
care, but our bodies alſo, our vile bodies, 0 


as the Apoſtle calls em, that have nothing p- 
defirable in em; being full of defilement oi 


and corruption: That the Almighty Lord ta 


of heaven and earth ſhould ſo condeſcend 
in his mercy to behold theſe, and behold 
em in their worſt condition too, when they 
are diſeas d, and their defilements moſt 
abominable, ſhews his great tenderneſs and 
care; and love for us. Did God take care 
only to ſuſtain us in our health, he would 
Ou e as a' * Creator; but 
now 


& 18 5 m 


din Bealng all their. Dies les. 


now that he heals all our diſeaſes 5 
thoſe evils that are the effects of our apo- 
ſtacy from him, and rebellion againſt him; 
that even in his extraordinary Providence he 
thus ute hen over us fon our good, andi makes 
the whole lower creation adminiſter reme- 
medies to this end, is a token of his abundant 
favour! and overflowing goodneſs to us, A 
moſt ſurpriſing inſtance "how * mie tis 
Mercy in aber all his e eien 
Good God ! what a ſcene of miſery hs 
woe would this world have been, had men 
been left to languiſh and pine away in their 
diſeaſes without a remedy? What ghaſtly 
ſpectacles of mortality would then every 
where affright us? How would the doleful 


| cries, the moans and lamentations of our 


poor brethren wound our ears, and grieve. 
our hearts, and render our lives uncomfor- 
table in the beſt condition ? ut now, ſince 


| God has order'd matters quite otherwiſe, 
how ſhould it fill us with” a due ſenſe of his 


goodneſs, and never fuffer us to forget ſo 


| great a benefit ? 


To conclude ; Whilſt we bear theſe 


© frail mortal bodies about with us, let us 


look upon 'em as ſo many monuments of 
F 2 the 


„ 
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40 God's Benefits to Mantiuu, &c. 

the Almighty's care and love for us. Thoſe 
infirmities, decays, and weakneſſes and ſor- 
rows they are ever liable to, ſhould call 
upon us to ſpend that life, and health, and 
vigour God ſends, to his praiſe and glory, 
in 2 virtuous, holy and exemplary conver- 
fation, that ſo we may live like thoſe: whom 
Heaven has ſo extremely oblig'd in body as 
well as foul : #hich God grant we may, for 
the fake of 28 10 70 our A Vo 
00m,” Ne. 
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Dr. Richard Betrenſon, Sc. 


2 25 | HE 8 Leuch is (bang 
ZW 
che contraction of ſome names) a 
true copy of what the late wor- 
R thy Dr. Richard Bettenſon, of the 
Bath, waspleas'd to communi- 
cate to me, upon my conſulting him i in a. 
caſe of the Small-Pox, and acquainting him 
how much the general practice ran againſt | 
giving Wine, or any ſpirituous liquor in 
that diſtemper, for fear of increaſing the 
fever, which was look'd upon as mortal. 
To obviate this miſtaken opinion, and re- 
gulate people $ practice, the Dockor wrote 
as s follows: 4 


81 By 


wen, | 
1 


N 
Pm 


- Women wilt "do harm in this Cafe ;” 


adviſe as before, the Sack-whey, half — 
Half Milk; in great weakneſs of the ſpirits, 


Wine ohm, F the ſort that is moſt agreeable; 
by my order ſome have drank, one, or two, or 
three quarts in 24 hours'; which made a great 
noiſe. In the year Arch-D. H— came hi- 
ther, be told the people he had dran Wine 


againſt the rules of Dr. M. or he was fare 


he had dy'd ; and my patients being all ſav'd 
by my intel of Wine, as their common drink, 


brought the people into a better opinion of the 


met bod; and the ſeeing people dying on each ſide, 
in caſes more favourable than that of my pa- 


Doabt the SY 5 the At and. 


tients, made them think, ho the way was 


new, yet *twas the better. If the Fever is not 


kept up, the * patient muſt go down; for 


a ffrong blood will carry the matter to the 
Skin and extreme parts ; a weak, blood will 


lapſe down upon the header breaſt, whence 


comes an eee or an en both equally 


- 2 
— - 


* De to the Doctor, che Fever ſinking, the Pox 


alſo funk with it, and then he gave Wine in quantities. 
dangerous 


} 


— 


141 1 


dungerous and killing. ' I never oft any one 
that was regular in my method. At Lord 
P——t's)+two years ſinde, I ſecured nine people 
by the ſams; when they drank Wine plenti- 
fully, the diſorders 'you mention in the head, 
throat, with' ſpitting, Ke. went all off, to 
the furpbi ac of my Lord. The chief fervants, 
feeing it facceed ſo well, ſaid, They wonder d 
what other Doctors had been thinking of, 
when thir alone anſwer d the moſt difficult 
and dangerous complaints. T he bleeding and 
purging, c. have had ill ſucceſs in London, 
and bleeding and purging about the 1oth or 
11th day, have loft the lives of many. Giv= 
ing the Blood more life and ſtrength, is the 
only rational tuay to | \fecare' people, as I told 
jou before. I here is a deadneſs in the Bloody 
in great numbers of people, that Wine won't 
raiſe but in greav Prnrities ; : this deadneſs 
is common in the Plague b, and reguires 
Brandy, which ferures People 7 in this di iſtemper 
beyond other things 5 but this method muſt be 
accommodated to the erſon, and 'tis few in 
either drfeaſe that nd it a 1 ſagreeable. : 
= thought to write he more to. give you 
the reaſon of” the Wing, that, in 4. great many 


88 fal, has been Cat, In experience.” 


G : T he 
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be Biſhop of B. and W's Grandſon, with. 
his Skin all blue, with black ſpots, was ſe- 
cur'd by the method above- mention d. If. ſbe 
is thirſty let her drink Beer, or what ſbe likes, 

to allay her drought. Perhaps the. Apothe- 
cary and Women will not come into the notion, 
but ſome Women of this Town have ſucceeded 
with it, when the _— Dotfors: meow | 
given up the cauſe. — 0 


I think 1 have ue, tird dou ond mh A 


I am, 


** 


4 * 0 \ 
19 S * — . ww p % 


N e Moſt Hunble Servant, 
Bach, Feb. 3 | Net | 1 5 
Ke ; \AGHARD BETTENSON. 


. 8. I great want of le, Kc. 140. 
danum may be g given, 8 or 10 drops or 
more, as it operates, and twice a_day 
upon occaſion. ; but the Evening. is the 
better time, EF eſs 1 the di Miet 15 great 

in the day and the night. too; then tis 

T5 neceſſary Morning and Evening, \ 


— 
ö 8 : 9 GR 
G. *4 4% % 8 
W . * ; 
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As for the reaſonableneſs of the Doctor's 
method, or rather that diſputatious account 
ſome may require of it; I confeſs I have 
not skill enough (it being none of my pro- 
vince) to defend it againſt objections; it 
muſt ſpeak for itſelf on this head: All I can 
ſay is, upon ſome experience, I've found 
it very ſucceſsful ; the Apothecary alſo 
(hinted at in the Letter) who now uſes it, 
can atteſt as much; and he's the better able 
to judge in the caſe, becauſe his practice 
before was quite otherwiſe, and ſo the ſuc- 
ceſs prov'd accordingly ; and the Doctor 
himſelf gives inſtances. So that here's fact, 
Which is beyond argument, and J offer no- 
thing more, leaving people to judge upon 
wy. t 


The Reader is dest d to nocept the Let- 
ter, under that plain dreſs the Doctor was 
pleas'd to put it in, as moſt ſuitable to pri- 
vate inſtruction; the only end he deſign'd 
it for. Tis however made publick for the 
gener al Soad, and therefore, without any 
injury, tis preſum'd, to the Doctor's me- 
HOWS + It appears alſo at a ſeaſon, I hope 
G 2 not 
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[48]. 
not altogether unſuitable, now that this dif 
temper is reigning amongſt: us:; which 


| looks like the correcting Hand of Heaven, 


for our many iniquities, eſpecially that inſi- 


del Practice of Inoculation, lately crept 


in hither from an infidel country, and too 
much encourag'd in our nation, where, 


alas for us! infidelity is no ſtranger, and 
therefore the practice more N found 
_ footing amongſt n 


5 


Thus as we have FO is God rewarding us. 
We will have the Small-Pox, when and 
how we pleaſe, endeavouring to prevent 
God's chaſtiſing us with it, and fruſtrate 
the ends of his Providence therein, and ſo 
he's giving us our fill, and that, tis to be 


fear'd, with the greater malignity. Pray - 
God the Plague does not follow, to convince 


us, that Divine Providence has yet a diſ- 


— in ſtore to humble us. 


And we foam avjeby to imitate the de w 
ful Jews heretofore, (who are examples of 
God's Judgments to us, and ought to be 
more regarded, than generally they are by 
a ſupine, ſinful people) when they ſaid, 

For We 


L3 


We have made a covenant wi th 


death, and with hell are ut age be. 5 


ment ; when the ' ver flowing and $121] 


fl poſe :brb-, ir ſhall os come amo ur. 


For which Propitiani Prefümptlen God thus 
threatens em: Tour cn '26ith dub 
fall be diſanulld, and Joi oily 427 eement with 
hell ſhall not fland; wen tho overflowing 


fevtarge ſhall 22 thro, they ' jt foal be ou: 
dex down 84 Wee” " 143 


3 3 
„ 1 


_ the meth befote bet Wen it ap- 


pears, how kind and ready a proviſion Di- 


vine Providence has made for our ſafety in 


the Small-Pox, relieving our languiſhing 
ſpirits under it with a Natural Cordial, fo 


the Doctor us'd to term Wine. What great 


reaſon then have we to truſt God herein, 


being duly content and thankful for his 
goodneſs, and not run into fuch perverſe, and 
impious methods of mere human contrivance, 
as directly tend to wreſt God's ſovereign 
power of life and death out of his hands, 


deſtroy all our dependance on him, and 


even ſet us up againſt 82 as em gr 
hereafter.” ; | 


© 


Now 


[50]. 


Now Aiſcaſes : are thoſe great 1 
whereby God exerciſes his power of life 
and death over mankind, and ſo keeps em 
in awe of him; the bringing theſe diſeaſes 
upon ourſel ves then, in order to eſcape 
death from em, by plucking out, as it were, 
their ſting, (and he who does it in one in- 
ſtance, is ready to do it in all, on occaſion) 
is plainly to interfere with God in this 
exerciſe of his power, and even uſurp it 
from him ; by which means we ſhall ſoon 
loſe all his fear. in our hearts. 


£ ” 


T he Sees is ſo full of our truſt and 
dependance on God, under any diſtemper, 
that we cannot ca of many inſtructions 
and examples of holy men, in the caſe, all 
moſt evidently inconſiſtent with the evil 
Practice before us. | 


" "And 5 may Son as ſo many reproofs 
of it. How ſeverely then may we believe 
God reprehends it, when he reproves 4/a 
for not ſeekingto him, but the phy- 
2 Chron. ficians ? How inconſiſtent is the 
caſe with St. James's order ? Is 

any 


xvi. 12. 


* 


any ſick among you, let him ſend for 


the elders of the Church, and lit 14, ifs 
them pray over him, Kc. As for the Elders 


of ours, let any judge, whether they can 
any ways conſcientiouſly adminiſter in the 


caſe, according to our office, which runs' 
thus : 


odd Jeloved ah this 5 Amighty | 


God is Lord of life and death,' and of all 
things to them pertaining, as — weakneſs 


and Jickneſs. Wherefore whatfaever your fick- 
neſs is, know you certainly that tis God's vi- 
ſitation. 


for his eee 5 en, Kc. 5 


Now I take it, the miniſter cannot in any 
truth and uptighideds exhort the inoculated 
perſon in theſe words; he has therefore no 


right: to the Church's miniſtration; and who- 
ever throws himſelf” into ſuch condition; : 
under a diſtemper, where the prayers of 
the church cannot reach him, is out of 
God's protection with a witneſs, and in a 
worſe caſe than even an honeft Heathen, 


having indeed lefs piety in him; for the 


HFleathens generally. deify their | . diſeaſes, 


£13 which 


t 


' 
y 
| 
| 
| 
i 
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And render him humble thanks | 


3 


K 1 

which was A tacit acknowledgement of the 
over-ruling power of Divine Providence 
therein, and their abſurd way of declaring 
the, univeral conſent of mankind in the 
matter. Our Chriſtian, by the practice 
hefore us, in fact, denies all this, and ſo 
ſtands condemn'd by the whole world, and 
muſt expect to find the very Gentiles, at 
N riſe un in judgment againſt him. 


Lt us a lde farther conſtder the nature. 
of this diſtemper, and that ſpiritual _ 
we W belie ve my 1 vs by i... 


The 83 is a pantieular ourge 
God keeps for us, ſo near at hand, that tis 
even in our oπ¼ãu bowels.'; Tis a ſors re- 
buke he chaſtens men with, for ſin; and there- 
fore does it, in its original, come more im- 
mediately from him, than other diſeaſes, 
that generally; proceed from ſome accidental 
Ul turn,  and-indifpoſition: of the bodily hu- 
mours; but for this there-ſeems no natural 
cauſe to be aſſign d; we, are born, in all 
likelihood, With: the ſecds-of it in us; tis 
a particular radical r we beiog into 
en with us: therefore when once 

tis 


2tis work d off, in [93 1 Ele of Providence, 
ate w e nevel Fabj ea to * more. A parti- 

cular 1 inan b öf the Divine Goodneſs, that 
we ſuffer 5 ſevere a chaſtiſement 4 but 
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Now if v we onde t the e bier per in this 
notion of it, (which ſeems to be ion Wwe 
Hall likely be kept in a conſtant awe and 
fear of God, before he afflicts us with it; 
remain in à due truſt and dependance en 
his help, together with a patient. ſubmiſ- 
fion to his Divine Will under it; and after 
he ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to recover 
us, by the means of his Providence, from 


it, will it naturally leave ſuch a grateful . 


Tents of his goodneſs on out minds, as ſhall 
extend itſelf thro'' our whole lives, exciting 


us to live to his praiſe and glory, ard: ſpend 
the remainder of thoſe days we owe to his 


mercy, in his e 


Theſe are the 800d effects this Men- 


per, rightly confider'd, as a particular in- 


ſtrument of God's Providence, a ſignal cor- 


rective in his hands, (more eſpecially de- 


dig d as ſuch) to afflict us with, naturally 
H pa _ tends 


Gb S278 5; 'LY ih ar l 


tends. to works in in All yhich are truſt ficg- 
ted by this evil practice of b bringing it. upon 
ourſclyes, i in order to eſcape 1 its F oree + dor 
in this caſe muſt we look upon it, as purely 
the effect of a mere natural 1 7 only, 
wholly ſubmitting to natural means, and 
altogether under the management of human 
art; this makes us little regard to Wait God's 
time in ſending it, or his help for our re- 
covery, and to thank him when tis over : 
Nay, now we rather in a manner defy him, 
thinking ourſelves out of his reach: We 
vainly fancy we have a new leaſe of our 
lives, or rather are lords proprietors | of 'em, 
ſaying in our hearts, We ſhall not be remov- 
ed, ue ſhall never te in adverſity, ſo we ſet 
to gratify our luſts, and fearleſs launch out 
into a moſt profligate. courſe of life. 5 
1 5 chis practice then, not only to be 
evil in itſelf, but alſo to have a very ill 
influence on peoples lives and converſa- 
tions, tending to introduce infidelity and 
licentiouſneſs amongſt us. For which rea- 
ſon all good Chriſtians ought loudly to de- 
clare againſt it, and deteſt it; and that we 
do not find perſons generally doing thus, 
on a 1 


(551 


I look. upon it as a great fign we live in an 
0: 1 i4 2d ; f: 
— entious age. | 


Let us once more ad that this 
practice carries the higheſt folly in it, (as 
Re all wickedneſs does) being a- moſt 


| unlikely means to preſerve our lives in ge- 


neral. For (not to mention that ſome have 
died under the very operation, and ſo been 
their own executioners, which none therefore 
can be certain will not be their own moſt 
deplorable caſc) : are there not innumerable 


| other ſeyere diſeaſes to diſpatch us? Why 


ſhould ; not a Fever or Dropſy then do, what 


the Small- Pox might have done ? And Has 


our eſcaping this diftemper, after this man- 
ner, any efficacy to prevent, others? Surely 
Nay, may we not rather ſuſpect the 


REED 5 That the whole contagion will 


not be drayn off this ſuperficial way (which 
ſeems to be like haſtening a birth, and fo 
it is but a kind of abortion ; tis at beſt the 


bungling work of Art, "nothing comparable 


to the efficacy of Nature) the remainder of 
which, through a preternatural tampering 


with che humours, may poiſon the conſti- 
H 2 5 tution, 


1 


; * 


tution, "nd id. convert to ne | malignant 
diſeaſe one time or other. 
But * gre at an is, Has a man 
any good grounds to expect the Divine 
protection of Proyidence ( our, only 
ſecurity.) in one caſe, having deſpis d 
it in another ? 1 Whoever thinks. f, muſt 
have. ſtrange miſtaken notions of Divine 
| Providence. Alas ! tis ; juſtly to be fear'd d 
our inoculated perſon, Who runs counter 
401 the ways of God's, Providence, by. ſuch 
an impious petyerſnelfs 87 takes the moſt 
likely method to be. thrown. out. of all its 
protection, and provoke God to let, looſe 
the whole troop of diſeaſes upon bim, to 
cut him off, and not permit him to Jive our 
. his dye, as the wicked are threatned. 


| | Andi it very much behoves luck an one 
farther to dread, whether” he may not be 
intitled to that general, curſe Ee ae 
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7 bus ſainh the 2 culfet # Be the man 
the trufteth in nun, and maker h "fie fp his 


arm, 


1 . 


| | am, and Lol heart 
1 | John WY 494 * 177107 1 1 Js 11. Yr 
Lord, Jer. vfl. een e 
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Her ere tereibre 1 reccni bd l. it again to 
al peoples ſerious thoughts, Whether if 
. this evil practice ſhould prevail and grow 
general amongſt us, it might not juſtly i in- 
cenſe God (who uſually its puniſh- 
ments to crimes). to bring t the Plague up> 


, * 
l 5 4 


on us, hey 


7175 194 4 ? ; "as 3-7 F. 
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* This Areadhi diftemper ſcems to be but 
= z greater degree of the Small-Pox,: at leaſt 
3 carry much of its contagion in it ; ſhould 
Ro God then heighten the malignity of this 
A into that, would he not juſtly reward us as 
we have done, and ſhew' an exemplary 
judgment, every my Ke e to our im 5 
plous Fee rt ff 
See the whole matter in a ii in- 
' tance: A fathier keeps à rod to chaſtize 
his rebellious ſon; hs ſon ſteals it, and, 
[Vuitha very partial hand, lays it on himſelf, 
| not without a kind of deriſion of his fa- 
1 ther; then he breaks the rod, and defies 
dhe father's $ correction with it for the fu- 
ture. 


58 
What is £1 to come of all this, 
Fay this the father, in vindication. of "his 
injur'd authority, ſhould ' make a much 
greater to chaſtiſe his ſon' 8 moſt | im | 
Abele vi; 


8 Ad now if theſe pee be well con- 1 
fider'd, I hope there will appesr 1 no grounds 
for any excuſes, and pretences in the calc, 
Should any yet pretend to excuſe them 
ſelves, by ſaying, *Tis neceſſary, to qualify 
em for buſineſs and employment in the 
world, that they ſhould get yell over this 
diſtemper, and therefore take the courſe be- 
fore us; I deſire em to conſider, if it be 
buſineſs of duty in their calling, they ought 
do act in it conſcientiouſly, with a truſt to 
God's Providence, whom they ſerve there- 
in, and ſo may they 1 on bis pro- 
tection. 

But it it be bulinel 7 of gain, 
this affords no Chriſtian. argument for any 


thing, unleſs it be, that Neople a to 
be content without "A ON 
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I} it be RE farther, that this pra- 
dice be only a kind of remedy to prevent 


the malignant force of the diſtemper over 


us, not to mention its oppoſition to God, 


before ſpoken of, this is ſtrangely to con- 


found the nature of things, and make the 
Diſeaſe and Remedy the ſame, which in a 
courſe of Providence (our only guide) are 
quite different; and whoever dares to per- 
vert it, ſtrives with his Maker, and muſt 


— 


expect one time or other to ſuffer ieyergly | 


for 10 flagrant an e 
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